
 

  

 

 

ANA Conducted a Flight Using Sustainable Aviation Fuel 
Produced from Microalgae 

 ANA operated a domestic commercial flight on June 17, 2021 using SAF produced as part of 
project led by NEDO 

 SAF is expected to play a major role in reducing greenhouse gas emissions of aviation, and 
ANA will continue to work together with partners to construct a supply chain for SAF as part 
of its effort to contribute to large-scale commercial production in Japan 

 
  
 
TOKYO, June 18, 2021  –  All Nippon Airways (ANA), Japan's largest and 5-Star airline for eight 
consecutive years, took another step forward in advancing its leadership in sustainability, operating a 
regulary scheduled commercial domestic flight utilizing sustainable aviation fuel (SAF) made from 
microalgae, blended with traditional jet fuel.  
 
The SAF fueled flight was realized in partner with the New Energy and Industrial Technology Development 
Organization (NEDO) - a prominent Japanese public research and development body – which aims to 
develop integrated production technology for SAF, with the IHI Corporation supplying SAF used on the 
ANA flight. The Civil Aviation Bureau, Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism, and Agency 
for Natural Resources and Energy, Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry Resources have led the initiative 
to establish and promote supply chains for SAF, bringing together related parties in the NEDO project. 
 
The ANA flight was the first flight in the world to use SAF certified to meet ASTM D7566 Annex71 jet fuel 
specifications. 
 
Details of the flight: 

Date June 17, 2021 

Route Tokyo Haneda to Osaka Itami 

Flight No. NH31 

Aircraft Boeing 787-8 

 
ANA has pledged to become a carbon-neutral airline by 2050, with enhanced utilization of SAF being a 
key factor in achieving its ESG goals. ANA’s efforts have contributed to ANA being placed on the Dow 
Jones Sustainability World Index, a leading global index for socially responsible investment, for four 
consecutive years. ANA is also the only airline to receive the Gold Class rating (the highest recognition) in 
S&P Global's Sustainability Awards 2021. Under the ANA Future Promise initiative, ANA is committed to 
playing its part in pushing towards a sustainable future, and by working together with partners, ANA will 
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continue to engage in development and transition to sustainable aviation fuel. 
 
 
1 ASTM D7566 Annex7 : Standard for alternative jet fuel for aviation defined by ASTM International (formerly American Society 
for Testing and Materials). Annex7 defines a liquid hydrocarbon fuel obtained by hydrogenating crude oil (mainly hydrocarbon) 
extracted from the microalga Botryococcus braunii. IHI independently applied for the standard to ASTM and it was approved in 
May 2020. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Contact: ANA Corporate Communications, TEL +81-3-6735-1111, publicrelations@ana.co.jp    

About ANA  

Founded in 1952 with just two helicopters, All Nippon Airways (ANA) has grown to become the largest airline in Japan. ANA 
HOLDINGS Inc. (ANA HD) was established in 2013 as the largest airline group holding company in Japan, comprising 71 
companies including ANA and Peach Aviation, the leading LCC in Japan. 

 
ANA is a launch customer and the largest operator of the Boeing 787 Dreamliner, making ANA HD the biggest Dreamliner owner 
in the world. A member of Star Alliance since 1999, ANA has joint venture agreements with United Airlines, Lufthansa German 
Airlines, Swiss International Airlines, Austrian Airlines and Brussels Airlines – giving it a truly global presence. 

 
The airline’s legacy of superior service has helped it earn SKYTRAX’s respected 5-Star rating every year since 2013, with ANA 
being the only Japanese airline to win this prestigious designation for eight consecutive years. ANA also has been recognized by 
Air Transport World as “Airline of the Year” three times (2007, 2013 and 2018); it is one of only a select few airlines to win this 
prominent award multiple times. 

 
ANA is the only company in the aviation industry to receive the Gold Class distinction from the 2021 S&P Global Sustainability 
Awards and ANA HD has been selected as a member of the Dow Jones Sustainability World Index list for the fourth consecutive 
year and the Dow Jones Sustainability Asia Pacific Index list for the fifth consecutive year. 
 
For more information, please refer to the following link. 
https://www.ana.co.jp/group/en/ 
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