
 
 

 
ANA HOLDINGS and Wingcopter Partner to Accelerate the 

Development of Drone Delivery Infrastructure 
 

 Tests have proven aircraft performance in the unique flying conditions of rural Japan.  

 Trial program builds on years of breakthroughs in unmanned aerial vehicle technology 

from ANA and Wingcopter. 

 Wingcopter chosen for its unique tilt-rotor eVTOL drone and extensive experience in 

flying under difficult conditions all over the world. 

 

 
TOKYO, April 15, 2021 – ANA HOLDINGS INC. (hereinafter “ANA HD”) is collaborating with German 
drone manufacturer and service provider Wingcopter to accelerate the delivery of vital pharmaceuticals 
and other consumer products via unmanned aircraft. The two aviation innovators is conducting 
comprehensive trials with the electrical fixed-wing VTOL (Vertical Take-Off and Landing) aircraft developed 
by Wingcopter, with the aim of building a drone delivery network capable of serving needs across Japan. 
ANA HD is providing insights gained from decades of aviation experience that is helping Wingcopter, in 
full compliance with local aviation regulations, succeed in the unique flight conditions of Japan. Wingcopter 
is providing support in terms of training of pilots, mission planning, operation design as well as 
maintenance. 
 
“The ongoing tests of Wingcopter aircraft represent a significant step forward in the creation of a viable 
drone transportation network,” said Tetsuya Kubo, Vice President of ANA HD overseeing the Digital Design 
Lab. “We are excited to partner with Wingcopter as we build on the advances and innovation of previous 
trials to bring drone delivery one step closer to reality. Once fully realized, a functioning drone 
transportation infrastructure will help improve quality of life in rural areas across Japan.” 
  
“Being able to help a global company like ANA open up new business areas and at the same time pursue 
our mission to save and improve lives, is what we tirelessly work for,“ adds Tom Plümmer, CEO of 
Wingcopter. “We are really looking forward to the next steps and the overall partnership with ANA in Japan 
and beyond.” 
 
ANA HD has a history of innovation in autonomous technology, testing advanced prototype baggage 
loaders and towing tractors at Saga Airport. In 2016, ANA HD began to lay the framework for its drone 
transportation infrastructure, with the aim of fully commercializing drone delivery services by 2022. Drone 
delivery trials have been conducted in Japan since 2018, and the first flights with Wingcopter aircraft took 



place in 2019. Also in 2019, ANA HD signed an MOU with Zambia Government to conduct similar field 
tests with drones to improve the delivery of medical supplies in Zambia.  
 
The first phase of the current tests took place between March 21-26, with the supervised flight of a 
Wingcopter aircraft between Fukuejima and Hisakajima in Goto City, Nagasaki Prefecture. The flights 
demonstrated the viability of drone delivery for medical supplies, dramatically reducing patients’ waiting 
times. In this remote region of Japan, it is difficult to quickly transport medical supplies due to poor 
infrastructure. This has created problems for public health officials and medical professionals looking to 
rapidly respond in situations where time is a key factor in treatment.  
 
Because Wingcopter’s fixed-wing eVTOL aircraft are able to fly for longer distances and more rapidly than 
other unmanned aircraft, they represent a useful alternative to overland delivery in many regions. The 
Wingcopter has furthermore proven to be extraordinary resilient to strong wind or inclement weather in 
projects from stormy Ireland through the hot desert of the United Arab Emirates to freezing-cold arctic 
Canada.  
 
The ongoing trials will help ANA HD determine which aircraft are suited to operate best in each region of 
the country, evaluating local weather conditions and demand for drone delivery, as it establishes a series 
of hubs along the transportation network.  
 
Moving forward, ANA HD will continue to innovate and embrace new technologies as it looks for ways to 
leverage its network and assets to better serve the communities in which it operates.  
 
For Wingcopter, the partnership with ANA HD is the first major step in its quest to expand in the Japanese 
market. The company recently opened its own representative office in Japan, offering solutions in 
commercial drone delivery.  
 
In 2020, Wingcopter was awarded the Sustainable Development Goals Spotlight Prize at NTT DATA’s 
Open Innovation Challenge in Tokyo.  

 

 

 

Contact: ANA Corporate Communications, TEL +81-3-6735-1111, publicrelations@ana.co.jp 

Contact: Wingcopter Media Relations, press@wingcopter.com 

About ANA  

Following the “Inspiration of Japan” high quality of service, ANA has been awarded the respected 5-Star rating every year since 
2013 from SKYTRAX. ANA is the only Japanese airline to win this prestigious designation eight years in a row. Additionally, ANA 
has been recognized by Air Transport World as “Airline of the Year” three times in the past 10 years - 2007, 2013 and 2018, 
becoming one of the few airlines winning this prestigious award for multiple times. 
 
ANA was founded in 1952 with two helicopters and has become the largest airline in Japan, as well as one of the most significant 
airlines in Asia, operating 58 international routes and 117 domestic routes. ANA offers a unique dual hub model which enables 
passengers to travel to Tokyo and connect through the two airports in the metropolitan Tokyo, NARITA and HANEDA, to various 
destinations throughout Japan, and also offers same day connections between various North American, Asian and Chinese cities.  
 
ANA has been a member of Star Alliance since 1999 and has joint venture partnerships with United Airlines, Lufthansa German 
Airlines, Swiss International Airlines and Austrian Airlines. 
 
In addition to the full service and award-winning record of ANA, the ANA Group’s subsidiary Peach Aviation Limited is the leading 
LCC in Japan, and has expanded following the integration of Vanilla Air Inc. in late 2019. The ANA Group carried 54.4 million 
passengers in FY2018, has approximately 43,000 employees and a fleet of 260 aircraft. ANA is a proud launch customer and the 
biggest operator of the Boeing 787 Dreamliner.  
 
For more information, please refer to the following link. 
https://www.ana.co.jp/group/en/ 
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About Wingcopter  

Wingcopter is an award-winning German manufacturer and service provider of unmanned eVTOL aircraft systems (UAS) 
dedicated to improving and saving the lives of people worldwide through meaningful commercial and humanitarian applications. 
The start-up focuses on the delivery of medical and health supplies, eCommerce goods, and food. Wingcopter is currently 
operating, or has successfully completed, projects on five continents. 
 
With their unique, patented tilt-rotor mechanism, Wingcopter drones far exceed the range and payload capabilities of commercial 
multicopter drones. Wingcopters take off and land vertically like multicopters in the smallest of spaces and fly long distances as 
efficiently and quickly as fixed-wing aircraft. This enables ranges of up to 75 miles (120 kilometers) and a Guinness world record 
speed of 150 mph (240 km/h). Even in strong winds of up to 44 mph (71 km/h) or inclement weather, the Wingcopter flies 
autonomously and reliably. 
 
In 2020, Wingcopter was named a Technology Pioneer by the World Economic Forum. Wingcopter’s investors include Xplorer 
Capital, Futury Regio Growth Fund, Futury Ventures, Hessen Kapital III, and Corecam Capital Partners.  
 
Find out more at www.wingcopter.com or on Twitter, LinkedIn and Instagram. 
 
 

http://www.wingcopter.com/
https://twitter.com/Wingcopter
https://www.linkedin.com/company/wingcopter/
https://www.instagram.com/wingcopter_official/

